
Literature Search

The purpose of a literature search for a research article is to identify the existing information sources (including books, journal articles, and Web documents) most relevant to the research question being studied. The results of a thorough literature search will help answer questions like these:

1. What research has already been conducted that is relevant to my research question? 

2. What theories have guided the research that has already been conducted? 

3. What hypotheses have been tested? 

4. How have other researchers defined their variables? 

5. What kinds of research designs have other researchers used? 

6. How were participants tested in these previous research studies? 

7. What participant populations (children, undergraduate students, chronic schizophrenics, etc.) have been studied? 

8. What mistakes have other researchers made? 

9. What suggestions have been made for future research? 

The purpose of a literature search is not to find everything that has ever been written about your topic! Rather, a good literature search seeks to identify the most relevant resources. 
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