World Wide Web or WWW

Online paramedic clinical courses

Clinical phase of their paramedic program training

Clinical Course

Clinical Experiences

Clinical Competency

Clinical course requirements for clinical competencies

Online Social Support Component

Online Environment
FISDAP online clinical tracking tool

WebCT LMS

· post discussion topics each week

· Email instructor

· Interact through open discussion forums with other students

SSC addresses the isolation and lack of interaction identified in the analysis
According to social learning theory, social interaction is a precedent to learning. Without a feeling of connectedness to others and the shared expectations that result, learners are less likely to take the risks associated with learning (Gunawardena, 1995).
Two course designs 
· with an online social support component

· With no online social support component

The data from this study will provide evidence of the effectiveness of social support tools implemented through a carefully planned instructional design process to address a specific set of learning outcomes.

the current role of social support tools is primarily aimed at providing emotional support or supporting constructivist learning.

Data from one paramedic program cohort – one year of data.
